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\‘nS&I-Ednc tion Policy —2020 and
—the Framework for Multidisciplinary
Education

Anil S Sutar*

The National Education Policy~2020 (NEP 2020) emphasizes
more on holistic and multidisciplinary education. The.policy not
only articulated quite well the need for multidisciplinary education
but also provides a robust framework for it. Qur university system
which has been. organized into departments tends to focus more
on disciplinary . specialization. The ideas of interdisciplinary,
multidisciplinary, transdisciplinary learning, research and practice
have been expressed without much clarity and without a proper
action plan. The approach towards multidisciplinary education so far
did not envisage a framework for building it as a permanent feature
of higher education. It was meted out a more ad-hoc treatment.
Rhetoric expression of the significance of interdisciplinary-
multidisciplinary approaches to learning, research and practice
has been abundant. But what was missing was the serious effort in
implementing the notions of interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary
education. The operationalization of multidisciplinary education
calls for adjustments at several levels — at the level of disciplines,
at the level of teams and at the institutional level. The NEP-2020
provides clarity about multidisciplinary Education and lays down a
road map for its implementation in higher education. The literature
dealing with multidisciplinary education unravels several issues and
problems that have been unaddressed so far being discussed here.

Lack of Conceptual Clarity

There are several interrelated terms such as multidisciplinary,
interdisciplinary, transdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary which
bave been often used interchangeably. Of course, the boundary
between these terms is quite thin and most of them involve a similar
process of coordination across several disciplinary perspectives. But
each of these terms is quite distinct and has its own methodology
and epistemology. The interdisciplinary approach aims to integrate
perspectives of different disciplines to arrive at a common result
whereas the multidisciplinary approach aims toward gaining
competencies from different disciplines simultaneously keeping
intact the disciplinary boundaries. In this sense, a multidisciplinary
approach is more additive in nature than integrating (Klein 1990).
The NEP articulates the term multidisciplinary education in 2 more
crystal and precise manner and the policy is quite consistent with the
usage of the term multidisciplinary education.

* Professor, School of Research Methodology, Tata Institute of Social Sciences,

Deonar, Mumbai - 400 088 (Maharatshira). E-maii: anilss@tiss.edu
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Hund éﬂx%ammnversuy of Delhl :
A Glorious Journey from Take
On to Take Off

K P Singh*

The University of Delhi entered 100 years on 1% May 2022.
The Opening ceremony of the centenary -celebrations of Delhi
University was graced by the His"Excellency Vice President of India,
Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu and Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble
Union Minister of Education. This eparchial study traces the growth
and development of the University of Delhi since its inception (1922~ -
2022). Paper linked the major developments that took place during
the Vice Chancellors of University of Delhi the first Vice Chancellor
Dr. Hari Singh Gaur to the present Vice Chancellor Prof. Yogesh Singh.
This study is unique in nature and its presentations.

From around 1911-to 12, there was growing dissatisfaction
among British officials in London and Calcutta, both on educational
and political grounds regarding the model of affiliating universities.
In-1917, the Calcutta University Commission was appointed under the
chairmanship of Sir Michael Sadler to study the situation. It submitted a
comprehensive report two years later on the improvement of education
from school to the university level. One of the major recommendations
of the commission was the establishment of teaching and residential
universities in India as Sadler and his colleagues were inspired by the

- Oxford Univérsity model. The universities set up after this at Patna,

Dacca, Banaras, Aligarh, Lucknow, and. Hyderabad followed the
recommendation by the Sadler Commission.

The University of Delhi was established in 1922, as a unitary,
teaching and residential University on the recommended lines by an
Act of the Central legislature Assembly. Only four colleges existed
then in Delhi and. were affiliated with Panjab University, Lahore
(established in 1882), namely - St. Stephen’s College (1881), Hindu
College (1899), Lady Hardinge Medical College for Women started '
in 1916, and Ramjas College founded in 1917. Except for the Lady
Hardinge Medical Coliege for Women, the other three got aﬂihated
w1th the newly established University of Delhi.

Thus, the Unlverslty had a modest beginning with three colleges
and two faculties (Arts and Science) and about 750 students. without
any University professors or readers. At the time of its establishment,
the University had no building of its own, and its administrative offices
were housed in rented accommodations at Under Hill Road and the
Old Secretariat. : : )

The then Viceroy, Lord Reading became the first Chancellor and
appointed Sir Hari Singh Gour, -a distinguished barrister-at-law from

* Director, Gandhi Bhawan & Provost, PG Men's Hostel, University of Delhi & -
Professor, Department of Library and Information Science, Umverwy of Delhi,

Delhi- ]10007 E-mail: kpsingh330@gmail.com
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of\Examlnatlons Reforms in
ngher Educatlon 1n India

Mahabir Smgh*

In the year 1854, Sir Charles Wood, the then president of the
Board of Control in Britain, sent a despatch to Lord Dalhousie,
then Governor General of India. It was desired in this despatch
that the functions of the university of London should be folowed
by upcoming universities in India. After his despatch and advice
the University of Calcutta, University of Madras and University of
Bombay were established in 1857 by the East India Company. The’
concept of affiliating universities was adopted in these universities.
.and these. universities started examining the students admitted
to colleges affiliated with them. This resulted in the way students
and teachers focussed on memorisation in place of understanding
because examination took a prominent place in. Indian higher
education system. Students passing their degrees with good marks in -
examinations got good jobs and thus demand for degrees increased
which resulted in the creation of new colleges with poor facilities
except for a few institutions having good infrastructure and hbrarles
on behalf of some religious orgamsatlons

Early Post-Independence Reforms

After independence in the year 1948, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrish-
nan, an eminent Indian philosopher who later became president of
India, chaired the meeting of the University Education Commission
as the first chairman of the commission after independence, found
that despite many reports and recommendations of various commit-
tees there was very little improvement in the examination system in
universities. The University Education Commission (1948-49) felt
the gravity and magnitude of the problem and went on to say,“We are
convinced that if we are to suggest any smgle reform in university
education it would be that of examinations.”

University Grants Commission (UGC), which came into existence
in 1956 with the motive to take care of higher education in the country,
constituted a committee in September, 1957 which was headed by S R
Dongerkery, then Registrar of the University of Bombay, to examine
the problems connected with examination reforms. The committee
‘took the view that “Examination is an aspect of the educational
process which is intimately linked with its other important aspects —
teaching and learning ~ and that teaching, learning and examinations
actually constitute a unity of functions.. Teaching as well as learning .
are bound to be affected by a defective examination system since
both are dominated by the objectives that govern examinations.”
This committee recommended the institution. of tutorials, seminars,

* Controller of Examinations, Deenbandhu Chhotu Ram University of Science and
Technology, Murthal — 131039 (Haryana). Email : coe@dcrustm.org, msdhankhar@

gmail.com
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Changing Paradigms in
Education

Enginecering education as a profcssiox%*a
witnessing myriad changes both quantitatively and qualitatively
over the last few decades. The continuous increase in the number
of engineering colleges signaled a growing demand for engineering
courses by students; whether due to passion or fashion is a moot
question. The addition of new branches to engineering education
like Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Security, Data Science, Robotics
Engineering, etc. to the existing engineering streams is a matter of
concern and discussion. Apparent buoyancy of engineering education

throws open a host of issues to-be resolved; demand and supply of

engineers, employability of young engineering graduates; engineers’
preference for the IT sector than core ‘industries, engineers finding
offshore green pastures resulting in Brain Drain, underemployment
of potential boys and girls with engineering background working for
menial _]obs There is a need for effective utilization and harnessing
of the engineering expertise of young prospective engineers of India.
Therefore, the aim of this paper is to discuss a few issues in a macro
backdrop of engineering institutions in India and Tamil Nadu, besides
tracing -the major -branches of engineering to discern the present’
scenario. Keeping in view the quantitative data, the main objective is

_to present a qualitative discussion of issues and to outline a possible

roadmap for international standards in engineering education in
Tamil Nadu. -

Albert Einstein once said, only the best engineering education -

and educators can produce the next generation. Einstein goes
further and says,. Seientists, investigate that which already

is. Engineers credte that which has never been. Engineering

disciplines are unequivocally indispensable, where the world is

" witnessihg engineering marvels across the industry, agriculture,

and service sectors. New materials and energy may be discovered
by scientists but engineers find out a new use for them. Keeping
in view of significance and relevance of engineering disciplines,
there is a need for quality engineering graduates to compete at the
global level. Quality students who have good aptitudes for science
and ‘mathematics may be nurtured to accomplish the ideals of an
advanced technological wotld. In-this milien,-it is necessary ‘to
take stock of academic institutions offering engineering education
in India and Tamil Nadu in particular, to discern the dynamics of
moving forward. There is no dearth of secondary sources of online
website information on the aforesaid. An-attempt is made in this

*Dean, Planning and Development, Dhanalakshmi
Tiruchirappalli-621 112, Tamil Nadu. Email: dean pd@dsuniversity.ac.in

** Principal, Dhanalakshmi Srinivasan Engineering C'allege Perambalur-621 212,
Tamil Nadu. Email: elango77@gmazl com

Srinivasan University,
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